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Open Data, Open 
Potential 
Open data supporting agricultural sector 

and  Māori land use decisions
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Riparian Planner 
Tool
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Riparian Planner

• Launched mid-

2016

• Free-to-use

• Voluntary

• ~1250 users

• Online maps

• Online guidance

• Supported under 

SLA



Key features

• Locate property 

(address search)

• Mark farm boundaries

• Mark waterways

• Record stock exclusion

• Record setback

• Record plant cover & 

zones

• Prioritise erosion & 

weeds
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How Farmers Use Riparian Planner 



• Action Plan 

(e.g., prep, fencing, 

planting, maintenance)

• Time-stamp all actions 

(plan for, report on)

• Auto-calculations

(plants, fencing)

• Farmer decides on 

scale & rate of action

• Multiple plans 

(scenario-testing)
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How Farmers Use Riparian Planner 



Click to add title
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What’s Next?

Data transfer – adding value to Farm Plans & RC 

land information portals

Improved wetland functionality

Developed mapping tools & end user experience

Manage carbon & biodiversity?

• Collaboration 

continues

• Data-driven

• Develop new 

functionality

• Meet regional 

needs 



Click to add title

M

Māori Land 
Visualisation 
Tool

Integrating Land 
Information for 
Māori

https://whenuaviz.landcareresearch.co.nz

Link to Māori 
Land Online…

Link to other 
information held in 

DigitalNZ…

View other 
information 

layers…

https://whenuaviz.landcareresearch.co.nz/


Click to add title

M

Māori land 
information

Issues & 
barriers

https://whenuaviz.landcareresearch.co.nz

• Land fragmented, many small blocks

• Many land blocks have no management 

• Multiple ownership – Issues of governance on 

many blocks (planning, making decisions) 

• Type of land (mostly low-productivity / steep)

• Much land considered underdeveloped, 

undeveloped, or under-utilised

• Difficulties in gaining access to high quality 

information on Māori land

• Information often highly technical (e.g. GIS, land 

evaluation, soil reports) hard to understand

https://whenuaviz.landcareresearch.co.nz/


What Māori are asking: 

Where is my land? 

What does it look like? (what are the main characteristics 
of my land? 

What is around me?, other blocks in the vicinity/district?

What can I do with it? What is the land good for? 
suitable for? What is the potential of my land? 



Click on a 
Māori land 

parcel…

Search and locate a land parcel...



Click on the ‘More 

details’ link for more 

information…

Initial information 

about land parcel



View a map of the land 

cover



View a map of the Land 

Use Capability



Land Use limitations

Parcel information

Proportion of land 

area that is Land Use 

class 8

Land Use 

class
Land Use 

description



Te Puke No.1A No.4B
9.5 hectares

32 owners

22.9625 shares

Managed by a trust

What are the soil properties of this land?

What is the drainage 

like on this land?
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